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ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY



Attendance awards 
Every week we award the class with the best attendance in our 

celebration assembly with a trophy and each member of the 

winning class also receives a sticker. 

Each term we also award children with 100% attendance with a 

certificate, badge and prize. 

Term 1 – Bronze badge, certificate and small prize 

Term 2 – Silver badge, certificate and small prize 

Term 3 – Gold badge, certificate and attendance on a trip 
Research shows that excellent school attendance will support 
children’s learning and progress. It is for this reason that we want all 
of our students to aim for 100% attendance at school. 100% 
attendance is rewarded in the summer term with a 100% attendance 
trip. The children are busy voting on where they would like to go on 
the 100% attendance trip in the Summer of 2025. We understand 
that children can become ill at times and so expect 97% as a 
minimum target ”. Whilst we want pupils to strive for 100% 
attendance, we do understand that there are rare occasions when a 
child cannot be present in school. That’s why, if a child is absent due 
to illness they still have the chance to win the class attendance 
award. 



Government Rules

From August 19th, the Government changed its rules and is increasing fines for children missing 
school without permission. If a child misses 5 days (10 sessions) without permission, there will be a 
fine. Unauthorised absences include holidays, being late, and any other absences not approved by 
the Principals. As part of the new procedures, the school may carry out a home visit if a child is 
absent for any reason. Please do not be upset if we visit your house. We are doing this to check on 
your child's wellbeing, following Government guidelines. Please see the link for parents which gives 
more detail Fines for parents for taking children out of school: What you need to know – The 
Education Hub (blog.gov.uk) I am writing to you now to make sure holidays are not booked during 
term time, as this will result in a fine. Please understand that it is not the school or the collegiate that 
issues the fines; this is done by the Local Authority. The money from these fines goes directly to the 
Local Authority. Whilst we are reluctant to issue fines, we must follow Government rules and want to 
support you in building good habits and giving your children the best chance to do well in school. I 
have attached a poster to this letter listing the fines, but simply put, the new fines will be as follows: 

For a first offence of 5 unauthorised days of absence, the fine will be £80 per parent, per child (if 
paid within 21 days). For a second offence of 5 unauthorised days of absence within 3 years of the 
previous fine, the fine will be £160 per parent, per child. For a third offence of 5 unauthorised days 
of absence within a 3-year period, parents will be taken to Magistrates’ Court. Prosecution can lead 
to a criminal record and fines of up to £2500 per parent, per child. 

Term Dates for 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 can be found on our school website:

https://www.ourladyandstbenedict.co.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=94

Research shows that excellent school attendance will support children’s learning and progress. It is 
for this reason that we want all of our students to aim for 100% attendance at school. We 
understand that children can become ill at times and so expect 97% as a minimum target”

Term Dates

https://www.ourladyandstbenedict.co.uk/page/?title=Term+Dates&pid=94




100% Attendance Trip

Our children who gained 100% attendance last academic year went to Drayton Manor Park 
for the day. They all had a great time.

We are currently in discussion to decide where our trip will be this academic year for our 
100% attendance children. Keep a look out these next coming weeks.


