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Playing instruments
Both untuned and tuned 
instruments are introduced in 
EYFS whilst glockenspiel tuition is 
consolidated throughout KS1 & 
KS2. Further opportunities to 
learn other instruments (e.g. 
ukulele) is offered in after school 
clubs.

Wider performance opportunities
Children are given opportunities to experience large 
scale musical collaborations such as Young Voices, 
and local community events such as carol singing and 
nursing home concerts.

Year 
R

Early years
Children listen and respond to different music 
styles, are introduced to the interrelated 
dimensions of music, sing along to nursery 
rhymes and action songs, playing instruments & 
performing.

South African music & freedom songs.
Christmas, winter festivals, creating a 
performance with music & dance.
Rock music & movement, structure. 
Reggae.
Friendship songs.
Western Classical music, the language of 
music.
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Stage 

2

Key 
Stage 

1
Musical strands of learning
The interrelated dimensions 
of music weave through all 
curriculum units from EYFS 
to Y6 to encourage the 
development of musical 
skills. Child attainment 
progresses through unit 
structured strands of 
learning: listening & 
appraising, musical games & 
activities (including creating 
and exploring) & 
performance.

Rock anthems.
Jazz, composition & improvisation.
Pop ballads.
Old School Hip Hop.
Motown
Western Classical music, the language of music.

Early 
Years

Women in music
Jazz, composition and improvisation.
Benjamin Britten
Music that makes you happy.
Carole King, themes of friendship.
Western Classical music, the language of music.

ABBA.
Playing the glockenspiel, the language of music.
Grime, lyric writing & mixed styles (Hip Hop, 
Bhangra, Classical, Tango, Bossa Nova).
Gospel/links to religious music.
The Beatles, development of pop and civil rights 
movement.
Western Classical music, the language of music

R&B, Two-Part singing, & mixed styles (Pop, Film, 
Musicals, Motown, Soul).
Playing the glockenspiel.
Bob Marley.
Music from around the World.
Disco.
Western Classical music, the language of music.

How pulse rhythm & pitch work together.
Hip Hop, Reggae, Classical, Pop, Blues, Baroque, Bhangra, 
Folk, Funk, Latin, Big Band, Dance, Jazz, Film music. 
Lyric writing.
Friendship songs.
Western Classical music, the language of music.


