
 

 
 
 

OUR LADY AND ST BENEDICT CATHOLIC ACADAEMY  
HISTORY POLICY STATEMENT  

  
Our Mission Statement:  
  

‘Loving, Learning and Looking forward with Christ.’  
  

Following the example of Our Lady and St. Benedict we are rooted to Christ in all that we say, 
do and think.  Within our safe Catholic family we love, learn and ensure children are ready for 
their next step in society with Christ as their purpose.  
 
Intent 

Our History curriculum aims to inspire curiosity and fascination about the past in Britain and 

the wider world, whilst developing coherent chronological knowledge and an enquiring 

mind. Our teaching of chronology helps to develop a sense of identity and a cultural 

understanding, based on their historical heritage. This enables our children to learn to value 

their own and other people’s cultures in modern multi-cultural Britain. We aim to provide 

the children with a rich and diverse history curriculum, equipping them with a coherent 

knowledge and understanding. 

Our intention is to encourage children to think critically, ask questions, think and act as 

historians and evaluate evidence, which allows them to develop a broad understanding of 

the complexity of people’s lives and historic events. We aim for children to investigate and 

interpret the past, understand chronology, be able to communicate historically, whilst 

encompassing the British Values throughout. Local history is threaded throughout our 

history curriculum and we want our children to develop an appreciation for the people and 

events that are part of our local, national and international history. 

Implementation 

In History, we implement an inclusive curriculum that meets the statutory requirements of 

the National Curriculum whilst inspiring a love of the past.  Our curriculum is well-planned 

and structured, provides literacy-rich, cross-curricular opportunities and ensures 

progression and depth in learning. 

Teachers have identified the key knowledge and skills for each unit and consideration has 

been given to ensure progression across the topics throughout each year group across the 

school.  This begins with EYFS as children learn about the past and present ie by talking 

about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society; knowing some 

similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their 

 



experiences and what has been read in class; understanding the past through settings, 

characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

Across Key Stage 1, children begin to develop an awareness of the past using historical 

vocabulary. They build upon EYFS by studying people and events, and begin to identify 

similarities and differences between different time periods. Children learn some of the ways 

in which we find out about the past and how events studied fit into the chronological 

framework. 

Within Key Stage 2, children build on prior knowledge and continue to develop 

chronologically secure knowledge of British, local and world history. Children learn to 

develop historically valid questions, identifying contrasts and trends over time, and make 

connections. Children also learn how our knowledge of the past is constructed through a 

range of sources. 

A series of stimulating lessons are planned, with clear knowledge and skills-based learning 

objectives and subject-specific vocabulary. Teachers assess learning in history against 

knowledge and skills-based learning objectives within unit overviews. Enrichment 

opportunities, such as inspirational visits, educational visits and events, provide our children 

with rich experiences and enhance teaching, learning and knowledge.  

History is timetabled for 1 hour per week at KS1 and KS2. 

All learning will start by revisiting prior knowledge. This will be scaffolded to support 

children to recall previous learning and make connections. Staff will model explicitly the 

subject-specific vocabulary, knowledge and skills relevant to the learning to allow them to 

integrate new knowledge into larger concepts. 

Scaffolding supports children to retain new facts and vocabulary in their long-term memory.  

Our historians will be given a variety of enrichment and experiences both in and out of the 

classroom where appropriate to create memorable learning opportunities and to further 

support and develop their understanding. 

Our History curriculum promotes children’s Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural 

development, ensuring that they are reflective and responsible citizens. Fundamental British 

Values are actively promoted in History lessons in order to prepare the children for life in 

Modern Britain. 

All teachers follow a carefully sequenced long-term plan and are using the schemes of work 

that we subscribe to: ‘KeyStage History’ and the Historical Association.  Please to see our 

curriculum overview.  You will see that we have carefully planned the curriculum.  This 

ensures that children learn history in a carefully sequenced pattern and that progress is 

made from year to year. 

The plan has been devised using extensive research into the rationale behind teaching 

specific units in certain year groups, taking advice from History experts, Key stage History 

and the Historical Association.   



Impact 

Our history curriculum is high quality and ensures that children have a strong knowledge of 

historical events, a coherent understanding of chronology and an appreciation of the impact 

that history has on the modern world. Our children enjoy and love learning about history by 

gaining knowledge and skills, not just through learning in the classroom, but also through 

educational visits and visitors. 

Our children are confident and able to talk about what they have learnt in history using 

subject specific vocabulary and are able to recall their learning over time. 

Through the breadth and depth that our curriculum offers, our children become passionate 

historians, who are inspired by the subject, are curious to find out more about the past and 

have a love of history that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. 

Assessment:   
Each child completes a pre assessment task which is repeated in the following term to assess 
the knowledge that children have retained.  Teachers also use What do I need to know? 
statements to ensure that children develop key knowledge against the National 
Curriculum.  Proof of progress tasks enable teachers to make ongoing assessments in lessons 
to promote a depth of learning. Progress in history is shared with the receiving teacher 
through transition meetings and reported to parents at parents' evenings and in end of year 
reports.  
  
Inclusion:  
This policy relates to the school’s philosophy for promoting equal opportunities. Children, 
irrespective of ability, race or gender, are given full access to the History Schemes of Work. In 
order to provide work that is appropriate to the learning experiences of individual children, it 
is necessary for the teacher to be aware of the EHCP/Pupil Passports that apply to children 
being taught in the class. For pupils with SEN, tasks are scaffolded accordingly so that all pupils 
are included. Teachers take account of the three principles of inclusion, set out in the National 
Curriculum, which relate to: setting suitable learning challenges, responding to the diverse 
learning needs of pupils, overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for 
individuals and groups of pupils. The above principles are considered in medium and short 
term planning. Teaching assistants may support individuals or groups of children within the 
lessons.  
Monitoring and review  
Monitoring of the subject takes place by the Subject Leader, through learning visits, book 
scans and pupil conversations, once a term.  The Subject Leader reviews History resource 
provision and supports teachers via co-planning, sharing subject knowledge, observing and 
giving feedback.  A subject action plan is in place which is RAG rated termly to support school 
improvement and inform future planning.  
  
 


